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PROUD MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL 
CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 

In February, PSO celebrated its 25th Year of Insights!  
Hopefully you were able to attend, as it was wonder-
ful!  The experts from Thursday night’s dinner stayed 
with us for the Friday sessions, and gave us new and 
important information.  Saturday was filled with many 
new speakers and exciting topics.  All of the informa-
tion gained will definitely be taken back and put to 
use! 
 
 The vendor hall was filled with vendors old and new.  
There were many items to purchase for schools or for 
you.  There were school supplies, music, food, busi-
ness necessities, and more!  Definitely, there was 
something for everyone. 
 
 Throughout the conference, there were many oppor-
tunities for conferees to win prizes and money. We 
held a silent auction on Friday, gave away Fun Bucks 
to be spent in the vendor hall, raffles and conference 
evaluation money winners.  It was an exciting week-
end filled with many surprises.  If you didn’t make it to 
Insights 2007, please mark your calendars for next 
year’s conference, February 21 – 23, 2008. 

 

PSO/ICCA Celebrating 25 Years! 

INSIGHTS 2008 
February 21-23 
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PSO/ICCA OFFICERS 
President: Suzanne Logan 
  Kangaroo Korner 
Vice-Presidents: 
 
  
 Membership 
 Anita Scott 
 Bright Stars Academy 
 
 
 Conferences 
 Michele Katz 
 Minee Subee 
 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
 Judith Katz 
 Minee Subee, Inc. 
 
 
Recording Secretary 
 Sandra Monahu 
 First Care of Wheaton 

 

The articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinion,                      
recommendation or responsibility of the Board of Directors of PSO/ICCA. 

PSO/ICCA Membership Benefits 
• Annual Statewide Conference 

• Springfield based legislative office 

• Professional, experienced lobbyists 

• Statewide regulatory input and impact 

• Networking opportunities with others in your field 

• Quarterly newsletter reporting industry information 

• All the benefits of NCCA, including: 

 National Administrator Credential (NAC) for Directors 

 National Staff Credential (CCP) accepted by Illinois DCFS 

 Network of CCP Field Counselors to assist CCP Candidates 

• Professional Development Training Series- Videos and Portfolio Modules 
in the 15 Professional Ability Areas of the Certified Childcare Profes-
sional credential (CCP) 

• National Early Childhood Program Accreditation (NECPA) 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Rhonda Buford 
Harriet Cohen 
Joan Collins 

Jennifer Espinosa Medica 
Patricia Forkan 

Dorothy Garofalo 
Elvie Garrett 

Adrenia Jones 
Amy Moustakas 
Sue Moustakas 

Peggy Reece 
Elizabeth Vasich 
Maryellen Waters 

The Preferred Accreditation 
for the Private Provider 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.necpa.net 
1-800-505-9878 

Advancing 
Professional Excellence In 

Early Childhood Care 
And Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Professional Credential 

Awarded By The 
National Child Care Association 
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PSO/ICCA is making a Membership Push for 2008!! 
 

Thank you to all of the Members who have renewed your 
memberships!  Please, let us know any changes in your 
contact information so that we can stay in communication 
with you throughout the year.  We look forward to  
working with you and providing some great opportunities 
in the coming year. 
 
This year, PSO/ICCA is undertaking a membership    
recruitment initiative.  As a member you are eligible to 
participate on the Membership Committee.  If you are 
interested in serving on this committee please call our 
office toll free at 1-877-912-4222.    
 
The Membership Committee is beginning plans for some 
training events to reach out to our current members as 
well as to new members, so be sure to watch for  
information on these events by email and by regular mail. 
 
If you know of a licensed early care provider who might 
be interested in membership, please contact our office 
and we will mail them a membership packet.  

Congratulations to Judith Katz 
 Long-time NCCA/ICCA member Judith Katz was inducted March 8 into the Chicagoland Entrepreneurship Hall of Fame. 
This 22-year tradition, hosted by the Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies at the University of Illinois at Chicago, honors ex-
ceptional business leaders and entrepreneurs throughout the seven county area. 

As its administrator and owner, Katz was inducted on behalf of her Minee Subee Early Education and Childcare Centers 
(named for her own children: Michele, Neal, Susan and Beth) located in Arlington Heights, Lincolnshire, Mt. Prospect and 
Hanover Park, Illinois. This serial entrepreneur, administrator, technology innovator, and corporate CEO, grew a storefront 
childcare center licensed in 1974 for a capacity of 40 into four state-of-the-art facilities that now serve more than 700 children 
with nationally-accredited programs.  

A trendsetting pioneer, Katz was among the nation’s first to offer infant care, day camp and the mobile bus fitness program. 
Her schools were also the very first to provide an unparalleled level of security through a PC-based, fingerprint facility-
access control system born from her visions of a safe, secure learning environment. Known today as Door Monitor, the sys-
tem was developed by her late-husband, Software Developer Norman Katz and is one of several award-winning software 
solutions integrated with proprietary biometric recognition technology offered exclusively by Count Me In, LLC, Katz’s second 
company that evolved from her high standards for child safety.  

Thanks to all of the Vendors at Insights 2007!!! 
 

The 2007 Insights Trade Show was a smashing success in 
large part due to the fantastic vendors that participate.  We 
want you to know that we really appreciate your time and com-
mitment to our membership and look forward to working with all 
of you at Insights 2008! 
 

Unfortunately, our costs are going up for the tradeshow and we 
will be having discussions about raising rates for the 2008 
show.  We have had several vendors who have already taken 
advantage of  locking in the $450 per booth rate by sending 
their contract and payment in full by April 15th.  Because we 
value each and every one of you and want to give you every 
opportunity to save money, we would like to extend this oppor-
tunity until May 31st.   
 

Thank you to all of those vendors who have already signed up 
for 2008:  Benee’s, Constructive Playthings, Count Me In, Dis-
count School Supply, Flexitoys, Fox River Foods, Kaplan Early 
Learning Company, Let’s Dig In, Midwest Transit Equipment, 
Inc./Childcarebus.com, Mr. Z’s Fund Raising, Quality Catering 
for Kids, Inc., and Zep Manufacturing/First Impressions Floor 
Care.  
 

The drawing for the FREE Booth went to Schweppe!!! 



INSIGHTS– CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 
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Fun Bucks Winners 

Judith Katz and Michele Katz 
pose with the Welcome to  
Insights sign. 

Conference attendees giving their  
undivided attention to Holly Elissa Bruno. 



The Leader  in  Propr ie tary  Chi ld Care  in  I l l inois  Page 5  

Marsha Engquist and Karen Jo 
Walsh were involved in         
discussion of Pre-K Grants in 
Illinois 

The silent auction was held on 
Friday for the first time ever and it 
was a great success.  Thanks to 
all of you who donated items and 
to those of you who placed bids! 

Conference attendees enjoy 
the breakout sessions. 



 
 
 

Caps & Gowns 
Youngquist Scholastic Services (763)422-9269  
 Bob Youngquist YScholastic@aol.com 

Catering & Food Services 
Fox River Foods (630)896-1991 
 John Louko terryk@foxriverfoods.com 
Penny Juice of America (563)386-1999 
                 Fred Carnahan pennyjuice@hotmail.com  
Plum Catering (773)637-6800 
 Tiffany Warlyn plumcatering@mcleodusa.net 
Quality Catering 4 Kids (847)356-7513 
 Anton Scharnell anton360@yahoo.com 
Schweppe Inc. (630)627-3550 
 Michael Singleton MSingleton@Schweppeinc.com 
CD’s, Books, and Musical Instruments 
Kidz In Tune (219)789-5756 
 Kathy Birk kidzintune@aol.com 
North Side Music (800)491-6055 
 Colleen Hannafin colleenandsquaty@prodigy.net 
 

Children’s Identification Services 
CHIP—The Child ID Program (866)870-5591 
 John Wright jwright@4childid.com 
 

Classroom Supplies and Furnishings 
Benee’s (800)854-1411 
 Joan Reed JREED@benees.com 

Cleaning Supplies 
A Personal Touch of Class       (630)855-3362 
 Anthony Bishop        
ZEP  (630)327-8467 
 Dan Rago fanofball@comcast.net 

Clothing Supplies & Distributors 
C & D Silkscreening/Embroidery (317)535-1003 
 Ronald Cooper RonCandD@aol.com 
Professional Concepts (972)548-1665 
 Elayne Matson george@denimsntees.com 
Stan-Len Custom Wear (847)632-0234 
 Lenore Foreman stanlen1@aol.com 
 

Cot Sheets 
 Elast “O” Cot Sheets     (847)634-3688 
 Howard Rosenblum     rohoj3@aol.com 
 
 

Educational Products  
C & C Replay   (630)217-2675 
 Charles Tadavich Charlie@CCReplay.com 
Discount School Supply (800)6272829 
 Lori Shaver lorishaver@comcast.net 
Discovery Toys (708)204-9252 
 Rogina Ruffin roginaruffin@yahoo.com 
Flexitoys  (707)526-7949 
 Reid Bennett fleximan@pacbell.net 
Kaplan Early Learning Company (800)334-2014 
 Melissa Reavis reavis@Kaplanco.com 
Lets Dig In (847)548-9037 
 Sherry Ann Wolfer sherry@letsdigin.com 
M.S. Creations   (417)326-7736 
 Sue Unger sue@m-s-creations.com 
Robert-Leslie Publishing  (847)733-8100 
 Marilyn Overby            bernadette.copper@robert-leslie.com 
Teaching Tools (304)748-7813 
 John Fox sabfox47@first.net 
US Toy Co. Inc.    (847)675-5900 
 Kris Stoker kstoker@ustoyco.com 
Valtech! Co.   (708)246-7209 
 Rudy Valenta rvalenta@sbcglobal.net 
 

Entertainment Companies 
Let the World Know                                (773)416-2143 
                Sean Gardiner                        VSLG1@yahoo.com 
Go Bananas LLC                                    (708)785-8800 
                Jerrold Marks                         marksjh@aol.com  
 
Financial & Employment Services 
Illinois Investment Properties     (312)598-0405 
 John Powers  jonpower23@gmail.com 
Assured Financial Services  (847)985-5327 
 Robert Falbo assuredfinancial@comcast.net 
Marketstaff Inc.  (312)346-4971 
 Karen Felix  kfelix@marketstaff.com 
Transworld Systems (847)640-6290 
 Karla Weisberg tsikarla@att.net 

Fitness/Gymnastics Progams 
Tumble Bus Fitness  (708)645-6695 
 Noel Fitzgerald  noel.fitzgerald@comcast.net 
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Food Program Sponsor 
Healthy Start       (773)684-6110 
 Carol Hemphill carolh@ahealthystart.org 
Illinois State Board of Education (800)545-7892 
 Lindsay Blough lblough@isbe.net 
Fundraising Organizations 
American Eagle Fundraising  (815)941-9019 
 Larry Rossman  larry@americaneaglefr.com 
Kathyrn Beich Co.   (636)939-9844 
 Diane Sanderson        dianesanderson@kbfundraising.com 
Kleinhenn  (708)502-5881 
 Linda Bolan  lbolan@sbcglobal.net 
Mr. Z’s Fund Raising    (800)558-5131 
 JoAnne Hinrichs  jhinrichs@mrzsolutions.com 
Savory Foods   (815)623-5771 
 Janet Krizka  Janet@savoryfoods.com 
 
Insurance Companies 
Aardvark Insurance Services         (630)362-0326 
 Knute Anderson         aardvarkinsurance@sbcglobal.net 
Chesterfield Insurance  (773)881-2050 
 Denny Tobleck Denny@chesterfield-ins.com 
Joseph M Wiedeman & Sons (847)228-8400 
 John Wiedemann lbelich@jmwsons.com 
R-H Insurance Group (847)438-6400 
                Ken Mateja kmateja@rh-insurance.com 
Willow Insurance Services Inc.  (708)354-7900  
 Guy Vorsanger guy@daycareinsure.com 
Volkman Insurance Agency (630)879-7413 
 George Gladis george@volkmaninsurance.com 
Jewelry 
Enriched Beauty  
 Ellina Leykekhman (877)572-3565 
Pest Control 
McCloud Pest Control (847)944-9506 
 Ivar Vankemenade ivar2@mccloudservices.com 
 
 
 
 

 

Photography 
Lifetouch Preschool Portraits (800)653-3373 customer service
 Patrick O’Brien (630)254-9557 
 Jessica Garrity (N. Chicago) (773)243-6796 
Lil’ Angels Photography     (847)477-3570 
 Julie Lehn      julielehn@angelsus.com 
Teddy Bear Portraits      (800)262-8353 
 Gary Menzer  
 

 
Security / Timeclock Systems 
ABC Security Corporation          (847)353-7207 
                Chuck Gebbia             cgebbia@abcsecurity.com 
Count Me In    (847)981 8779 
 Judith Katz  Judith@countmeinllc.com 
R.F. Technologies, Inc. (618)377-2654 
 Michelle Greenwood  willa@rftechno.com  

Transportation 
Midwest Transit /Child Care Bus     (800)933-2412 
 Jack Elzinga                     jack.elzinga@midwesttransit.com 

  
 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS HELP TO 
SUPPORT PSO/ILLINOIS’  

     CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM BY 
CALLING WHEN YOU NEED 

THEIR SERVICES. 
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Phone: 877-912-4222 
Fax: 217-528-9260 
 


